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build their cities upon the spot where they landed?
Were they wanderers from the interior driven into
the deserts by savage tribes? Were they the deeen-
dants of other cultured people who left no known
traces forming a connecting link between them and
the inhabitants of the pink cities ? Were they driven
out by pestilence, enemies or by some great cataclysm
of nature? There are innumerable solutions that may
be offered in reply to these questions. For all we
know, the present desert may, in their time, have been
fertile, well-watered land, and with the climatic
changes people may have been compelled to abandon
the cities they had worked so hard to build. They
may have been conquered by some more powerful
and more warlike race, perhaps even by the earliest
Incas, and forced to move to some other portion of
the land. They may have been decimated by plagues
or epidemics, until not enough remained to keep up
the cities, and the survivors, finding life impossible
here, may have migrated elsewhere and lost their
identity among other races. There are just as many
theoretical solutions for the puzzle of their origin.
They may have come from some long-submerged,
mid-Pacific archipelago. They may have come from
the Oceanic islands or even from Asia, or they may
have been migrants from the north, south, or east.
It has been claimed by some that all the pre-Incan
races were of Oriental origin, that they were
Chinese or even Japanese, and several volumes
have been written to prove this theory. Vocabularies
have been compiled showing the striking similarity of
numerous words in the Quichua and Aimara dialects
and in the Chinese and Japanese languages. And